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Four years ago, Eric Newman broke his back, neck and sternum in a skiing accident.
The ski racer could have looked at the injuries as devastating, but instead he calls the accident “a

fortunate turn of events.”
At the time, Newman already was working on the research and development to build custom and

handmade skis and was starting to doubt his dream of becoming a professional ski racer.
Newman, now 28, grew up skiing in Vermont. At a young age he began racing, attended ski acade-

mies and dreamed of living the life of a professional athlete.
“I moved out here to go to college and to ski race,” said Newman, who lives in Bozeman and

graduated from Montana State University in 2010. “I just wanted to spend the rest of my life skiing
... Being a professional athlete was the easy route to go, easy being relative, I guess.”

But as the sport began to wear on him, Newman realized his time as a ski racer would be short
lived. He saw other racers retire early and then stay involved in the ski industry in other ways.

As Newman worked to perfect his handmade skis, he decided he’d rather skip the step of being a
professional athlete. Building skis seemed less egotistical than racing and more fulfilling.

“It seemed like a way I could give back to the industry,” he said.
Not long after his accident, Newman officially launched his ski company Seneca Boards.

Zeph Hallowell, owner of Caravan Skis, checks the finishing touches on a pair of handmade skis. ABIGAIL REDFERN/FOR THE TRIBUNE
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“First stoplight I
have seen in
310 miles!
#Havre, 

#Montana
#HiLine

— Amy Rose Sisk,
@amyrsisk 
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1. What role did Belle Fligelman Win-
estine play in Montana history?

A. Rep. Jeannette
Rankin’s legislative
secretary and
ghostwriter

C. Montana Senate
candidate

B. Suffragette D. All of the above

2. What is the smallest county in Mon-
tana at only 719 square miles?

A. Deer Lodge C. Wibaux
B. Silver Bow D. Broadwater

3. What is Montana’s state gemstone?

A. Agate C. Sapphire
B. Ruby D. Garnet

Editor’s note:
This is the 29th in-
stallment of a month-
ly series commem-
orating Union and
Confederate veterans
of the Civil War who
came to Montana
after the war. This
month features the
colorful exploits of
“Sandbar” Brown,
who blazed a trail
from his family’s

plantation to boyhood service in the
Confederate Army, the War Depart-
ment and Marines and had ad-
ventures on the upper Missouri as a
leader in the Society of Confederate
Veterans. Descendants of Montana
Civil War veterans are encouraged
to send their stories to mtcivil-
war@yahoo.com. To see recent in-
stallments from this series, visit
greatfallstribune.com/civilwar.

John Francis Dean “Sandbar”
Brown, a man of many names and
adventures, fought for the South in

the Civil War and left an indelible
mark when he came to Montana
Territory at war’s end. 

He was born Nov. 24, 1845, to
social and politically prominent
parents in Bedford City, Va. Frank’s
father Ludwell Harrison Brown’s
great-grandfather Benjamin Harri-
son signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and his mother Margaret
Washington McClelland’s great-
grandfather Richard Henry Lee
also signed the Declaration.

In 1850, John’s father worked as
a civil engineer, and the family
owned one female household slave.
His father died in 1859, and in June
1861 at age 15, John F. Brown joined
Company D, 25th Battalion Virginia
Volunteers, known as the Richmond
Battalion. 

Private Brown was transferred
to the Quartermaster Department
in November, and the following
April he was assigned to the Con-
federate War Department as order-
ly for Secretary of War James A. 

Brown, from plantation to frontier

Private Frank D. Brown served as
orderly for his cousin James A. Seddon,
Confederate Secretary of War. COURTESY

PHOTO

CIVIL WAR
HERITAGE
150 years
Ken Robison

See CIVIL WAR, 3L



Great Falls Tribune 01/26/2014 Page : L03

Copyright (c)2014 Great Falls Tribune 01/26/2014 January 27, 2014 7:40 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2014 MY MONTANA 3G R E AT  FA L L S T R I B U N E W W W . G R E AT FA L L S T R I B U N E . C O M

Seddon, his cousin. 
In 1863, Brown returned to the

25th Battalion and was discharged
that September. He immediately
re-enlisted as a Marine and served
on the Steamer Powhatan until its
officers destroyed the boat when
Richmond surrendered. His Ma-
rine regiment surrendered at Dru-
ry’s bluff on the James River,and
was taken to Petersburg and pa-
roled. 

Defeated, but unbowed, Frank
D. Brown remained an unrecon-
structed Confederate for the rest
of his life. 

About this time, Brown dropped
“John” from his name through
distaste for the Union Army’s
marching song “John Brown’s

Body Lies A-Mouldering in the
Grave ...” 

He decided to leave Virginia
and seek his fortune in the West,
accepting rations and transporta-
tion from Petersburg to St. Louis.
There, Brown boarded the North-
west Fur Company steamboat
Hattie May to make his way up the
Missouri River to Montana’s
mining frontier. 

Reaching Fort Union on Sept.
17, 1865, Brown proceeded over-
land to Fort Benton, arriving in
December.

In Montana Territory, Brown
worked as wolfer, wood hawk, fur
trapper, scout and placer miner on
the Yellowstone, Musselshell, Ju-
dith and Missouri rivers. In 1872
he was a scout under Col. Eugene
Baker at Fort Ellis on an expedi-
tion to protect surveyors of the
first Northern Pacific survey up
the Yellowstone River. 

He told varying stories of the
origin of his nickname “Sandbar”
Brown. In one account when asked
by a newspaperman to explain the
peculiar significance of the name,
he replied:

“It was in 1866, with two other
men I was riding along the Mis-
souri, about seven miles above the
Marias (River). One of the men
was across a ridge and my other
partner had crossed the river and
disappeared from view.

“I forded over a long sandbar,
got my horses hidden in willows
and backtracked, as we knew some
Indians were following us. Hidden
behind sand, I saw three Bloods
(Kainai Blackfoot) following our
tracks. They had their guns ready,
and you know Bloods never gave a
white man a chance ... As the first
Indian got over to the bar, I fired
and he dropped. My partner heard
the show and came running back. I

got the second Indian and my part-
ner got the third. We scalped them
and threw their bodies in the river.
I guess that’s how I got ‘Sandbar’
tacked to my name.”

In 1873, Andrew Jackson Davis
hired Brown to locate mines in the
early days of Butte, and his suc-
cess in locating the Lexington and
other mines contributed to the
early success of both Butte and
Davis’ personal fortune. 

Brown moved to Philipsburg in
1878 to join the Northwestern
Mining Company. 

He owned and edited the Phil-
ipsburg Mail newspaper, and for
the next 40 years, Brown managed
and developed many placer and
quartz mines.

Brown attended all Democratic
state conventions for four decades,
though he never ran for public
office. He served proudly as major
general, commanding the North-

west Division of the United Con-
federate Veterans. He was known
as a brilliant conversationalist and
orator.

An active member of the Soci-
ety of Montana Pioneers, “Sand-
bar” Brown was elected historian
in 1908 and secretary in 1923. He
played a key role in locating and
promoted monuments marking the
Mullan Road, an early wagon road
from Fort Benton to Fort Walla
Walla, Washington Territory.

In his later years, Brown
ranched and sold real estate and
insurance. At the age of 85, Private
Frank D. “Sandbar” Brown died in
Missoula on Jan. 16, 1931. The old
Confederate soldier rests today in
Philipsburg Cemetery. 

Ken Robison is a local historian and
author of “Montana Territory and the
Civil War: A Frontier Forged on the
Battlefield.”

Civil War
Continued from 1L

Bozeman-based Seneca is part
of a growing trend in the United
States of more skis being made in
the country, rather than out-
sourced across the globe. In the
past few years, the craft ski move-
ment has gained traction and now
makes up about 10 percent of the
of the total ski market, according
to Newman.

Montana has seen its own rise in
the craft ski industry, with several
Montana-based companies produc-
ing hand-made and custom skis
and snowboards.

The rise of craft skis, or bou-
tique skis, is part of the movement
of people wanting to buy products
that are made in the United States,
said Zeph Hallowell, who launched
Caravan Skis in Bozeman three
years ago.

“I think there’s a lot of demand
for that,” Hallowell said. “A lot of
people like to support local compa-
nies.”

People also want higher quality
skis than what’s being produced in
China and elsewhere, he said.

Caravan Skis focuses on making
high-quality handmade skis using
sustainable products.

Hallowell grew up in New
Hampshire where he learned to
ski. When he moved to Bozeman
four years ago, he didn’t have any
intention of launching a ski compa-
ny. Then he started researching
how to build skis and tried making
a couple pairs.

His first year was strictly mak-
ing prototype skis and dialing in
the process.

The next year, Hallowell, along
with business partners Ryan Wal-
ters and Duncan McGovern, re-
leased three ski designs.

“That’s what we sold our first
year,” Hallowell said.

Last year, Caravan released two
more skis and now has a total of
five skis in its lineup. The compa-
ny doesn’t make custom skis, in-
stead focusing on high-quality skis
for avid skiers. Most of Caravan’s
skis are designed for deep powder.

“Our skinniest skis kind of dou-
ble as all-mountain playful skis,”
Hallowell said.

The skis’ core is made of bam-
boo, a sustainable wood that pro-
vides pop for the skier. The skis
also contain basalt fiber, made
from volcanic rock that is very
abundant.

“For next year, we’re trying to
cut out fiberglass all together and
use pure basalt,” he said.

The skis are made from start to
finish in Bozeman and feature
graphics designed by a Bozeman
artist.

“We try to work with as many
people around Bozeman as pos-
sible,” Hallowell said.

Caravan skis are available at
Chalet Sports in Bozeman and at
some retailers on the East Coast,
but most skis are sold through the
company’s website.

Brittan Ellingson started Notice
Snowboards in Whitefish a little
more than a year ago.

“I used to work for a (snow-
board) company called Never
Summer Industries out of Colora-
do,” Ellingson said. “I worked for
them for about nine months in the
warranty department just fixing
boards and what not.”

Ellingson has a degree in digital
and motion media and eventually
expected to be able to move into
Never Summer’s marketing or
sales department. When that didn’t
happen, he decided to instead start

his own snowboard company.
“In those nine months of work-

ing in the factory, I learned how to
build skis and snowboards,” he
said.

Ellingson was born in Great
Falls, and lived here until he was 7
when his family moved to Colora-
do. His wife is from Whitefish, so
the couple decided to move there
and base the business there. He
bought a snowboard press and a
graphics printer and started mak-
ing snowboards.

Notice Snowboards are com-
pletely customizable. Customers
can choose the core material,
shape, size and camber of the

board.
“If they’re Photoshop or Adobe

Illustrator savvy they can make
their own graphics,” Ellingson
said.

When someone orders a snow-
board, Ellingson sits down with
them and talks about every aspect
of the board and what kind of rid-
ing they do.

Generally it takes about two
weeks to make a snowboard.

“It’s 100 percent handmade, the
whole board,” he said.

Handmade snowboards start
around $700 and full-custom
boards start around $1,000.

Ellingson expected mainly to be
making boards for experienced
riders, but he’s had customers
ranging from kids to men whose
feet are too big for a standard
snowboard.

Notice currently sponsors four
snowboarders, which serves a dual
purpose of promoting the boards
and as research and development.

“They snowboard 80 to 110 days
a year,” Ellingson said. “They’re

really hard on equipment.”
Last year, Notice produced 45

boards. This year he expects to
make about three times that num-
ber.

“If we can keep growing like
that, this will be great,” he said.

Whitefish is an ideal location to
make snowboards.

Ellingson can dream up a crazy
design for a board, build it and be
riding it two days later.

“Obviously Big Mountain is a
great resource for research and
development,” he said.

Being in Montana offers the
same benefits for Caravan Skis.

“Bozeman is a great town for
this,” Hallowell said. “We can
make something one day and be up
skiing on it the next day.”

Seneca Board recently moved
to a new location between Boze-
man and Bridger Bowl ski area.

“The location definitely helps,”
Newman said, noting that many
customers spot the ski company on
the way to the ski area.

And that location makes testing

skis convenient.
“I do all the testing myself,”

Newman said.
A lot of trial and error went into

learning how to make skis, he said.
Newman describes his first few
years as “conducting a giant ex-
periment.”

At that time, there were few
small manufacturers making skis
in the United States, so Newman
had to build his own equipment
and develop the processes for
making skis.

“We kind of got pushed into
business because we were one of
the only places you could get a
custom ski built,” he said.

That’s changing more and more
with custom and craft ski manu-
facturers becoming less rare, in-
cluding in Montana.

Reach Tribune staff writer Erin
Madison at 791-1466 or
emadison@greatfallstribune.com.
Follow her on Twitter
@GFTrib_EMadison.
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Eric Newman, owner of Seneca board and skis, cuts out ski edges for a custom order. ABIGAIL REDFERN/FOR THE TRIBUNE

A ski press awaits use in Caravan’s ski shop. Ski presses are used to blend layers
of composites, wood, and epoxies to bond onto the ski. ABIGAIL REDFERN/FOR THE

TRIBUNE

Whitefish-based Notice Snowboards makes handmade and custom snowboards
at its factory. PHOTO COURTESY OF NOTICE SNOWBOARDS

Newman Ellingson
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